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 W'Eis andoubtedly to be repured the beſt Friend to his King and Countrey 
- whom neither the Fear'of any Wory Forrn pn: dgter or hinder to 
[" ſpeak, nor the/love of anyTemporatadvantages lr to diſſemble 
. the Truth; eſpecially in ſich ſerious' andoweighty, matyers, as inly 
| the welfare both of Church and Stare; Li peages' Plays 
afide all the alluring Cgpſiderations: of Self-Intereſt, and chogſes hk er to cx poſe 
himfelf ro the diſpleaſure of a prevailing Factions” 'than ef *e ruth. oppre 


by any feign'd prerences, choughmgper gt how Fab ke 66 ciently de 
ow Fait " 


 ſtratesby tho ſincerity of hi .and how Loyal 
* This (plain and undoubred| verjry ( moſt Graffcls Srexeign L 


20 his Prince. 
encourageth me 


at preſent to offer unto your moſt Exceilene Mpjeſty pmble Addrefs, 
briefly compriſing ſuch Reaſons, as perſwade me fo \ to miſſi ny particulars . 
of our preſent proagedings, whereby yy oſs Peet peepoſttren y " ary co eftabliſh 
- the true Reformed Religion in this chiefeſt Principle 


and Maxim thereof; which 1 is falla of epitomiz a in £.- vane TeCEPpT, Grve every 
one” his que: C: 
* I cannot indeell but highly extol the rare conſtancy of our Leda 
rrue Proteſtant Religion, and their fervent zeal ro: maintain and. ſtability. 
for ev.r'; as allo: their extraordinary eare and diligence to ſuppreſs Popery, and 
Fanarical Leven: Burl find their Zeal doth fo far tranſport many: of them beyond 
the limits of Juſtice and: Equity, that unleſs they fteer their courſe more conforny- 
nbly to the Divine Cynoſ#ra of all-Humane Attions, the Wa axd and Will of God, laithy 
afrajd-we ſhall have crc FORE reaſon to "m—_ On ge ch al” 
rhem for the other. 
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| [21]; 
| To eſtabliſh firmly the true Proteſtant Religion, is undoubtedly a great and glo- 
rious action; but to eſtabliſh ir'upon. the” Quickſands of Humane Policy, or upon 
- . grounds repugnant tothe Laws both of God atid Nature, is a thing, whereof neither 
1, nor.(I & © ary _ Chriſtian will cver approve. Hypocrites indeed, and ſome 
frte 


factious Spirits © hanatical Leven, who make a Cloak of Religion to palfiare gheir 
black Peligns, by* their ſedigious Pamphlets dodaily latour to perſwadethe World; 
that nothing can be ſo Sacred, which muſt not beſacrific'd totheir pretended Religion. 
And upon this ground as the Rump-Parliament has Sacritic'd the beſt of Kings ſo ſome 
fiery Zealots now endeavour to Sacrifice the beſt of Princes, your Majcſties onely 
Brother. But the beſt and moſt conſcientious Proteſtants do utterly abnorand dereſt 
ſuch Antichriſtian attempts, as being wholly repugnantto the Ordnance of God, and 
to the fundamental Laws of this Kingdom. Neither did they ever approve ofthatAn- 


- archical Bilt lately fram'd byſome turbulent Zealots of the Houſe of Commons againſt 


his Royal Highneſs,wherein they perempronly allume to, themſelves a Soyereign and 
Deſpotical Power of Depoſing rYrinees, and diſpoſing of Kingdoms, as their ſpirit 
moves them; and withal moſt impudently affirm,rhar this-has been the ancient cuitom 
of Parliaments: Whceas it's evident to all the Workd, that the Imperiat Crown of 
En:lard has always been Hereditary, and never depending'/ onthe Notts 6r-Gutfrages 
of the Subj. &. Lo . | | 
Nay, it is uxdeniahle chat the ſucceſſisn-of.the Crown was always hitherto held fo 


© Sacred and inviolable, thatno Crime whatſoever, no attainder of Treaſon could de- 


bar the next Heir of Blood frofn ſucceeding in the Governmenty as Coke upon Littleton, 
Sgt. 8. page 16. teſtifieth in theſe words :. If the right Heir of theCrown be attainted of 
Treaſon, yet the Crown ſhall deſcend ro him, & eotaſtante ( without 'any other reverſal) 
the-attctivas ths #tterly avoided 4s it fell out in the Caſe of Henry the Seventh. 
But theſe cunning Politicians now will have a new model of Government; thae ſo 
all the world may acknow:edge our Omnipotent,Parliament , ( / e. themſelves, ) to 
have an Abſolute ang Independent power, not only over mean Subjects, but alfo over 
the RoyalFamilyy-nay, over the King himſelf, and ro have power todegradeor de- 
pole them, as they pleaſe. For they are ſure, that by whatſoever Law , Power, or 
pretence, the Parliament can diſ-inherit or depoſe rhe Heir, by the ſame they may like- 


wiſe depoſe the Pofleſſor of the Crown ; as the Rump Parliament, ' de fatto, has done: 


To what purpole then ſhofild any true Proteſtanr, or any man of ſenſe, that loves 
either King or Gounry, approve of fuch an extravagant Bill ; which Gildedover, like 
poiſoned Pills, with the ſpecious prerence of eſtabliſhing the true Proteſtant Religion, is 
like to mae wh the very root and life of our Government ? Or, what.(in Gods name ) 
do we mean by this pretence ofReligion? Do we intend to out-reach the Divine Pro- 
vidence,or do we Jefpair eitherof the juſtriteſs of our cauſe, or of the goodneſs of God ? 
Do not we remember how the Apoſtle tells ns, at evil is nggito be done, that good may 
come of it ? Or do'not we know, that whatſoever God affefts in goodneſs, he doth 
effect by good means, and doth n6t want our wickedneſs to fulfil his holy will? Is 
there no other way of eſtabliſhing the true Proteſtant Religion, but by robbing, thoſe 
we ſhould honour and obey, and depriving them of that, which God and Nature has 


| beſtowed upon them; I mean their Brrthright ? Far be it from the heart of a Chriſtian, 


eſpecially a Proteſtant, to think ſo ill of the all-feeing Providence of the Almighty. 
For, what is this, bur exactly to follow the footſteps of that monſter of ingratitude;the 
wicked feroboam, who after God of his infinite goodneſs had raifed him from nothing, 
and eſtabliſhed him Monarch ofthe ten Tribes of rae! , yet was he ſo miſtruſtful of 
Gods. power in preſerving his Kingdom for the future , that he thought nothing could 
ſecure it but his own accurſed Policy? 1 King. 12. 26, 27. Was not the true Proteſtant 


.Religion trled in this Nation by the ſame mighty. hand of 'God, thar eſtabliſhed 7ero- 


boars in the Kingdom of /ſrae/ ? Shall we then'like thar wicked King, ſo far defpair of 

Gods Providence in preſerving the work ofhis own hands, as never to think it ſecure, 

unleſs it be eſtabliſh'd upon the quick-fands of our own wicked inventions? Should net 

we rather be terrified ar thar dreadful woe pronounced by the Prophet feremy, Wee 
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; Fo hins that builderh — unright eouſneſs, or his Chambers by wrong; Jer. 22.1 Jo 
FT. 


+ 
= =. * . 
£0 


nſenſati Galate (as the Apoffle ſpeaketh, Gal. 3. 1.) O.fooliſh and timerons Country- 


men, who hath bewitched you, that you ſhou!d be of (o lirtle Faith, as to believe 
x -# | that 
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| thata King ef England, though the moſt zealous of Papiſts,” can ever ſubvert the true 
Proteſtant Religio#, or the preſent Government of this Kingdom, while we know him «. 
ſo far engaged by #he fundamenral Laws of the Land,. thathe can hard! move or ftir, 
but with a, Concentrick morion to both Houſes of Patliament? Eſpecially,” while we 
_ daily ſee, how in our very neighbourhood, ( ro +omit Germany, Poland, and other 
places) the French Kings ever ſince the Reformation , 'have been moſt zealous Papiſts, 
and withall the moſt abſolute and arbitrary Soveraigns of all Chriſtian Monarchs ; and 
yet all this while. could not ſuppreſs the Reformed Religion there, nor'hinder the over-- 
ruling Providence ofthe Almighty,who has even in that Kingdom,notwirhitanding all 
_ Popiſh oppoſers, preſerved to himfelf'a Remnanr, notof ſeven (as he ſpeaks of rhe 
Kingdom of {ſrael) bur of feventy, or rather ſeven hundred rthouſand,' that bow'd not 
the knee to Baal, that is, ſubmitted not to the intolerable yoke of Romiſh Traditions ? 
And if Gods over-ruling Proyidence has fo far prevailed in proreQing his people ar 
the very ering rhe Reformarion, and in cauſing Papiſts themſclves' become Pro- 
reſtants, notwithſtanding all the Cruel Laws then in for againſt them, and all the 
oppoſition of a Popiſh ; nay, of a moſt Abſulute and Arbitrary Sovcralign, who mighr 
ad libitum , make ſeverer Laws againſt them and their-Dodctrine : Shall we of litrle 
faith, be ſo miſtruſtful of his good now 1n the verp-Meridianof the Goſpcl, asto 
believe thata King of England, (a King fo far obliged by the fundamental Laws of 
| his Kingdom, and by all ryes imaginable; to be adviſed in all weighty marrers by a 
free Repreſentafive of the whole Nation, tar withour this: entarive he can nci- 
yenag any, though'he- 
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, [ ther repeal the Petal Statutes enaCted'againſt Papiſts, Hr" 
would, againſt the Proteſtant Religion ) ſhall we, l ſay; lieve that ſuch 'a Kit, 
| and in ſuch Circumſtances, though never ſozcalcns a Papiſt, can induce or pertivade” 
| his Subjects, who once received the full Lght and-libercy of the Goſpel, ever toſub- 
| | mit to the Yeke of Popiſh Superſtitions ? = | FE 
| | Do not we remember, how in Queen Mary's time, the Proteſtant Religion wasin 
a manner in its Infancy'in this Kingdom, -and yet how pony it was preſerved, 
notwithſtanding all the endeavours bf' thar aftive Queen, andall the Penal Laws 
then in force againſt ic: And now being inits prime, and fo firmly eſtabliſhed and 
fenced by Law, fhall we defpair of Gods power to preſerve it, unleſs we help himiour 
with our wickedneſs? Certainly we muft cither believe the whole Nation is inclined 
to Popery, or the Proteſtant Religion isgrounded on very weak Fonndations, other«: 
wiſe we cannot thus think it impoſlibley* either tro ſecure our Faith and Liberties ſo 
ell egabliſhed by Law, or keep off the Tyranny of the See of Rome from ſtealing 
upon us, under a Popifh Succeſſor, who can neither make any new Statutes in favour 
of Popery; nor yet alter the preſent Government, withour the conſent of a Par-. 
fiament. =, | FT 
- Ir is an unwarrantable attempt; anda point without Example or Preſident, todif- 
inherit or depoſe a Prince for riot complying with his People in Religion: Neither 
can our ſeditious Pamphleters moſt impertinent Examples any thing juſftifie ſuch 
violent proceedings. They alledge, that King 4a remov'd his Mother 47aachbarfrom 
| being Queen, becauſe of her 'Tdolatry, 2 Chron. 15. But they might as well juſtifie | 
| | Cromwel's Tyrannical Uſurpation, by alledging the example of 7eroboars rebelling ' 
' Againiſt Rehoboam, and fekuagainſt Fbram ; for theſe Rebellivns. have no lels, if nos 
more, approbation of God's Oraclcs, ( 1 King. 11:31. ahd 2 King. 9. 6.) than 4ſa's 
depoſing his Mother. Such things therefore are recorded in holy Scripture ro he 
F-. read,' but never to be ifnitated, ( as wg arenor to kill our ſelves in imitation of Sam- 
| pſon, though after his death he ls highly commended and by the Apoſtle reckon'd 
among the Faithſul, Heb. 11. 32.) unleſs we have as plain a Revelation from God to 
do them, as King 4a had to depoſe his Mother by the advice of :Az.arias the 
Propnetr. 5,1, B@. 
real they alledge, thar the people -of France rejected the: King of Navarr, 
becauſe of his Religion : Bur ſurely, they are either altogether ignorant, ar wholly 
beſotted and blinded, that make uſe of this example : For, (toomir:that a vaſt num- 
ber of Papiſts, and thoſe too of the beſt and greateſt Families of all Frazte, then cloſly 
adhered tothe King of, Navagr, and thought themſelvesindiſpenſably abliged in Cores 
ſcience by the Law of Na:ure and the Principles of their Religion, fo to do, " ns" 
| gs " anding 
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Kanding the Kings bcing of a different perſwation, andall the Popes roaring Bulls and 
thundritg Excommunicatios tothe contrary, as the beſt Hiſtorians of them. rimes da, | 
ſufficientiy teſtify) co omit, I ſay, this conſideration, which {ſhould make us Emulous 
ac leaſt of theſe Fapiſts Loyalty : -Do ; not all Proteſtants generally exclaim againſt 
thoſe other rebellious Fapiſts, who thca oppoſed that worthy Prince ? With whar face 
then can we produce it asa preſident to jultify our own proceedings againſt his. Royal 
Eighneſs 2 Or fhall we judge it Antichriſtian and unlawful in Papiſts to depole a + 
Prince, but lawful and Chriſtian in Proteſtants? O blind zeal ! ler us nor thus fooliſh- 
ly deceive our ſclves, but rather ſeriouſly conſider that dreadful {cntence of the 
Apoſtle; Thinkeſt chow, O man, rhat judreſt chen which ao ſach things, and doeſt the 
ſame thy ſelf, that thou ſhalt eſcape the judgment of God ? Rom. 2. 3. How do we think 
to Eſcape the ſeverity of Gods anger and his juſt judgment, it we condemn and deteſt 
the Romiſh uſurpation over Kings aud Princes, and yet ute the fame our ſelves, with- 
out th2 leaſt remorſe of Conſcience ? | | | 
Bur the Pamphlerers blindneſs is yet more, remarkable, when they ridiculouſly 
heap together, in the very ffont of their Sophiſtical and moſt unreaſonable reaſons, 
how ſuch and ſuch Princes have been cither diſinherited, baniſhed , or put ro death, 
whether by. their own rebellious Subjects, or by other encroactung Princesz as Eagar | 
Athelins was baniſhed by Wiliem the Conqueragy. AAr:hrr Plamagenet put to death | 
by. King 794», and the like : Bur the ſilly Sophiſters never endeavoured, nor ever could 
juſtify rheſeexarmples, ar prove them either ſawfulor laudable, To what purpoſe then 
are ſuch unjuſtifyable preſidents produced By theſe factious Spirits, to warrant their by. 
| own dcſperatcattempts # Surely, they mighr as well argue that Chriſt was crucified 
bythe Jews, and thence infer thar Subjects might Jawtfully crucifte or put to death 
their Soveraign, when and how they pleaſed. Bur fuch Antichriſtian and Fanatical 
Logick was never heard, much leſs approved of, until the Spirit of, Belal reyeal'd ir 
to Over and his Rumpers | n | 
For it we look back to the Primitive Church, whoſe practice fhould be a rule to our 
| proccedings, though they were zealous toadmirarion ot the true Faith and Worſhip 
Þþ | of God, (having the firſt fruits ef the Spirit, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh , Roms. 8. 23.) and 
| | though their Soveraigns for many hundred years were either. downright Idolaters, 
or blaſphemous Herericks,and withall moſt Cruel Perfecutors of Chriſts Church, yer in 
all this time we cannot find one Prince diſinherited or depoſed by his Chriſtian Subjects, | 
for being of a ccntrary profeſſion,no,nor yet for-his Tyrannical Perſecutions : For they 
i well knew how God commanded them, T: ſubmit themſelves ro every Ordinance of may 
| for the Loras ſake, (1 Pet. 2. 13. and to obey higher powers, { though Heathens , as 
i then they were) beauſe there is no power but of God, (Rom. 13.1.) By whom Kings 
=: | Ao reion and Princes decree juſtice, Prov. 8. 15. True Chriſtians were numerous in the 
days of Confantins and Yalens, the Arian Emperors, and yet they never attempted to- 
diſ-inherir or depoſe theſe Princes, notwithſtanding their ' Blaſphemous Hereſics. | 
Many Chriſtians well knew how 74{/anthe Apoſtate, notwithſtanding his external pro- | 
tcihion of Chriſtianity, was a Heathen n his heart, long before he came to the Empire 
and yer they never endeavoured to deprive him of his Birth-right, bur left all ro the 
. providence of God, whom they affuredly knew alwayes potent, and willing to protect 
his own inheritance, the CarholickCharch. 

And ro come nearer home, when Queen Elizabeth of glorious memory, came to. 
the Crown of England, the Proteſtants of this Kingdom were bur a handful in ref pect 
of the Papiſts, and though the Queen was already dcglared Illegitimate even by her 
own Father, and 'this confirmed by an Act of Farliamenr, yet the Papiſts endea- | 
voured not to depoſe or debar her from her Righr for being of a contrary Religion, 
bur publickly own'd.her as their true and lawful Sovereign. Shall we then ſhew our 
ſelves worſerhan the Papiſts, or more miſtruſtful of God's mercy ? Is it not evident, 
that our fins are the cauſe why your Majeſty hath no lawful Iſſue? Should nat we 
then rather remove the cauſe by our ſerious repentance, than prepoſterauſly en- 
deavour to mend the matter, by adding fucl to the flame, heaping one fin upon an- 
other, in robbing others of that which God and Nature has beſtowed upon them # 

Surely tis a Adorto better beſeeming a Chriſtian, Ruar Calum, & fiat Fuſtitia, than, 
, Eaciumns mala, ut eveniant bona.. And itisthe beſt Religion that: gives every eneE his 
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due, not that which cannot ſubſiſt withour de m_ athers of their. undcubted Right. 
d But what do wefmend to do, or ſhall we fake off all Conſcience, and ncither regard our 
a f- Loyalty toour Prince,por yet our Oathes to God ? Do not we remember;how in taking the 
1s. * Qath of Allegiance, we have called God to teſtitie our candour and ſmcerity in pronouncing 
ſt" the enſuing words, { doſwear from my heart,that —— T will bear Faith and :r4e Allegiance 
e ro his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, and him and thei will defend to the mrerm o/Þ of mx power 
J againſt all Confpiracies and Attempts whatſo-ever, which ſhall be maae againſt his or their Per- 
"_ ſons, their Crown and Dignity, by reaſon or color of anty ſuck Sentence or Declaration, or other- 
_ wiſe ---. = Wi:h what conſcience then can we ſubſcribe or confent to that unadviſed Bill, 
2 fram'd by ſomes Members of the Howſe of Commons againſt his Royal Highnefs, after : 
e ſwearing ſo poſitively to bear Faith and true Allegiance, not only to your Majeſty, tut alſo 
4 | to your Heirs and Succeſiors; nay, to defend them te the uttermoſlt of our power againſt 
t all attemprs whatſocver, and ſwearing this with a Non-obftante to any Senteace or De- 


claration, whether fromthe Pope or otherwiſe. For ſurely, the word [| otherw'ſc } excludes 
all other Sententences and :Declararions, as well as the Fopes; and conſequently no |cfs 


| excludes this ill-digcſtcd Fill of che Houſe of Commons, than the roaring Bulls of the Scc of 
Rowe: For (as St. Bernard ſaith ) Nike extipitur, ubi diſtinguitar nih1l, 
Oh! bur our great Politicians have ſound out a new Commcnr ufeon theſe words ; for, in ; 


effet, they tell ns that by Heirs here, weare to underſtand thoſe that are created ſuch, not 
by God, bur by the, Parliament : And that alrhough by Birth one might claim a righc 
to ſucceed in the Government, yct when the Par'itament declares to the contrary, and an- 
| _ nullsthis Claim, he is no longer Heir to the Crown, and conſequently the People are dif. 
|. charged frem their Oath of Allegiance to him. ACormentan indeed, and a Diabol.cal 
Fiction, nay, the worſt of all Fcſuitical Equivocations: In the fame Qath we call God to 
witneſs, that we ſwear in the plain and common lenie of the words, without any Equi- 
vocation, Mental Reſervarion, or ſecret Evaſion whatſoever. And after iwearing in this 
manner, how dare we make uſe of this ſo palpable an Equivocation, and {cerer Evaſion, 
which, if praQſed, ſhould render all Oathes vain and inctfeQual, and this purpofely to co- 
lour our own perfidions and perjurious dealings ? We cannot deny, but thar by Heir, in the 
plain and vulgar, or common ſenſe of the Word,we underitand ſuch as by Blood ( for Ado- 
ption is not uſual amongſt us) have greateſt right to ſucceed next in the Inheritance, or to 
poſieſs the ſame. How then can we; without grofly cquivocating, interpret it of Heirs made 
by A& of Parliament, at leaft while the Natural Heiris alive,when we know it is an 1in- 
| doubted Maximof the Law, Solrs Deus Heredem facere poreft, yon homo? Do not welec, that 
the worſt of Jeſiits could at this rate take the Oath of. Allegjance, and gloffing it attcr 
this new mode, underſtand by your Majefties Heirs and Succctlors,thoſe thai ſhoul-l be de- 
clared ſuch, not by King and Parliamenr, bur by the Pope and See of Rome ? Nay, could not 
he further alledge; in our: Grand Machinilians now Dialctt, rhat although a King of 
England had tight tilt then to Rule and Govern the Kingdom, yer whea' the Pope deciures 
to the contrary; and annuls this Right, he is no longer lawful King of Eng/ard, and conit- - 
quently the People axe; ed ipſo, abſolved from rhcir Oath of Allegiance to him? 'Whar can | 
| our cunning Politictans alledge againſt this, or can they ſhew where the diſparity lics, "g 
| ſince 'tis undeniable, that the Words of the Oath can as well bear this Jeſuitical Comment, 
as their own new-found Gloſfes ? How then dare they deny the one, and uſe the other ? 
: Moreover,this at leaſt muſt be granted : Whoſoever is by Blood next Heir to the Crown, 
EE we are by our Oath obliged before God tobear him Faith and'tw- Allegiance, nay,to deſend 
| him againſt all attempts, until he is dif-mherited by ACt of Par'tament. Whattoever therefore 
we do againſt him before this Act be fully eſtabliſhed, is a violation of ovr Oath, And 
C ſince it is maniſeſt, that this unnatural and abortive Em!ri0, unluckily batch'd by ſome over - 
active members of the Houſe of Commons, is directly againſt him, who by Blc-29 js at pr c- 
ſent the next Heir to the Imperial Crownof Erzgland; itneceliarily cnſueth, that ito very 
attempt of Voting and paſling this unparalleited Bi!J, mares the Attors and Albctto:s 
thereof perjurers before God and the World. _ 
| Tothis perhaps gur grand Politicians will anſwer, that the Duke is not Heir , bur oncly 
| Heir Apparent, to the Crown,becauſe (as Coke obſerved ) none is Heir before the death of Lis 
| Anceſtor, out only Heir Apparent, upon Litterer, p. 8. And hence in their new Machiavi- 
lian Logick will inforce, that ro diſ-inherit his Royal Highneſs, is not againſt the-Qarh of 
. Allegiance, which ſpeaketh only of Heirs, nor of Heirs Apparent. 
| A ridiculcus ſhift, and a moſt ſilly evaſion ; firſt, becauſe we profeſs ro take the Oath, not ; 
in any by-ſenſe of the Law,bur in the plain and common tenſe of the words, as all mendo uſu- | 
zily underſtand them : Wherefore although the Law, by Heifs; had undeiitond ſach as ſuc- 
ceed to their deceaſed Anceſtors, yet fince this 1s not the prin and common ſenſe of the wr 
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and men do not generally underſtandit fo, it can never xcuſe us from agerjurious violation 
of our Oath. 2dly. Becauſe,by Cokes leave, this his obſervation is moſt fallacious and imper- 
tinert : |For itisa manifeſt contradiction-for one tobe Heir Apparent, and not be Heir,asit's, 
tobea Learned man,and to be no man;z1t being an undoubred maxime,Prins eſt efſe,quamſſ: 
rale. And. the fallacy conſiſts herein, that the word Heir, in its full 2nd proper notion ſignihes 
eithcr an Heir Apparent, who is ſuch during the life of his Anceſtor, ur an Heir by right actu- 
ally inheriting, which always preſuppoſeth his Anceſtors death, or at leaſt his reſignation : 
But Coke moſt improperly reſtrainsit to the latter, contrary to the common and uſual man- 
ner of (peaking, not only of moſt men in general, bur of God himſelt in his holy Scriptures, 
where Heirs Apparent are abſolutely and moſt commonly called Heirs ; asappearcth Gen. 
15.3. and 2 Sax. 14 7 /4at.21. 38. Hark, 12.7. Lak 20. 14. and Gal. 4. I. 


Since therefore 1t appeareth by ſo manypallages of holy Scripture, that the word, Heir, in 


its plaiq and common ſente ſignitteth an Heir Apparent, and that we profeſs before God and 
the World,totaxc the Oath of Allegiance in the plain and common ſenſe of the words , upon 
what grounds can we underſtand here an Heir actually inheriting, more than an Heir 


Apparent? Nay, fnce the words of the Oath do ſignify as weil an Heir Apparent, asan . 


Heir aftually inkeniting,what a Sophiitical Equivocation it 18, touncerſtand it of the one, ex- 
<ufively of the ot. er? Surcly, it 1s no better, than if a Jeſuit had Sworn before a Magiſtrate 
x9 be tic and Loyal to the Covernment of this Kingdom,he inthe interim meaning the Go- 
vernment, not of the King or Parliament, but cf his own Jcfuitical Aflemblies. 

Ler 115 not therefore flatter our ſeives,or toolifhly think that arter ſo ſolemn an Oath;cither, 
or boilt Houſes of Far jamenttan authorize us before God to deprive our Prince of his un- 
cloubted right. And truely,l admire, if they,whoſo much infft upon the libertics of free-borh 
Engl: Subjetts,will ever acknowledge the Parliament,or any perſon whatfſoever,to have this 
2 bitcary and defpotical power,whercby the Axe1s laid to the very root of their greateſt privi- 
fedges.| For if It 9c lawful for a prevailing faction in Parliament to deprive their Prince of his 
uUndoubtcd Birthright,how can mean Subjects have any ſecurity either of property or liberty ? 

And|befides, fince it is an undoubred qraxime in Moral Atfaire, {lad tant uw poſſumns, quod 
de jure poſſummns ; and (as St. Auſtine faith) £494 nonpoteſt ;uſte, nonpoteſt juſtus : Upon what 
rounds ſhould the Houle of Commons, nay the whole Farliament, Claim this abſolute 
Power, 1cannot find. For its evident , | that both Houſes can challenge no other authority, 
but what they derive from their Soveraign, and the ditiuiive body of the Subjects, whom they 
repreſent: And no leſs manifeſt it is, that no King of England hitherrodid (nor, in my Opinion, 
could) give his Parliament any power to depoſe or dit-inherit himfelf,'or his Heir Apparent. 
Andif your Majeſty intends to grant them any ſuch thing at preſent, (which, I hope, your 
wry ud þ wiſdom will never do) I remember your Royal Father gave the long Parliament 
greater power than he was aware of, which they ſoon atter uſed, or rather abuſed, againſt 


h.mſelf, his Crown and Dignity. And therefore I ſay, Felix quem facinut paterna periculs 


cautzm. As for the difttuſive Body of the Subjects, *ris clear, they neither would nor 
could grant the Parliament this extravagant Juriſaiction : Firit; they wouldnot do it ; for 
whocan be ſocreculous as to believe, that any man ſo deſirous of his liberty. as Engliſh Sub- 
jects ever have becn, would grant the Parliament this Deipotical power , uncontrou;ably to 
diſpoſe of his own, much leſs of his Princes Life or Eſtate. Secondly, How could the Subjets 
grang rhe Parliament any power to deprive thetr Prince of his Birth-right,againſt all the Laws 
of God and Nature,ſfince of God aione,and not of the Subjects, the Prince deriveth his whole 
Right and Authority ? For there is no pawer but of God, Rom. 13.1. By whim Kings do Reign, 
and Princes decree juitice, Prov. 8:15. How then can the People depyive their Prince of thar, 
which thcy have no power to give? As for my own particular, I muſt confeſs, I could never 
underſtand, that the Imperial Crown of Erg/cnd was diſpolable by Actof Parliament; I al- 
ways thought the Libertics of Eng/ſp Subjects tobe groundes on {urer Principles, and that 
no power in this Kingdom could lawfully deprive us ot our Priviledges, or enthtall us to 
any ſervitude ; whereas it's evident, that if an Act of Parliament can thus transfer the 
Crown upon whom they . pleaſe, we can have no ſecurity, and may, according to ſuch 
Maxims, firſt or laſt be brought under the Tyranny of the French King, or any other 
Forrcign Prince, if ever the corruption or mercinarinefs of a Parliament ſhould induce 'them 
to comply with a King, that ſhould have a mind to fell the Succefſion of the Crown to a 
Forcigner, upon the ſecurity of an Act of Parliament ; which, according to the Tenets of 
cheſe Politicians, can give a juſt 1itle. 

But if we conſult God's Divine Oracles, the Holy Scriptures, which undoubtedly fhould 
be the [chief Rule of all Humane actions, we ſhall never find any Example or Preſident to 
warrant thefe unparallel'd proceedings againſt his Royal Highneſs, but may find ſeveral 
paſſages clcarly againſt ir? There we hind how King hab, though abſolute eons of 
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Ifr acl, and conſequently needed no Parliament, but had himſelf alone as much power and 
authority over the Ten Tribes of 1fracl, as your Majeſty and Parliament rogether can claim, 
de jure, over the Natives of England, and though this Monarch paſſionately coveted his 
Subject Nabvrh's Vineyard, and was ofhimſelf little inclined ro Jultice,yer he knew,that by 
the Laws of God and Nature it was altogether unlawful for him to deprive Vaborh of his 
Vineyard; bur ifhe could not deprive him of a ſmall 'Vineyard, ſurely he could not rob him 
of his Birth-right and whole Eftate: And if ſuch an abſolute Monarch could not do this to a 
mean Subject, by what colour of Juſtize'can the Houſe of Commons, nay, the whole Parlia- 
ment, &o it to their undoubted Prince ? wo 
Certainly,it God was ſo much incenſed againft Efay for ſelling his Birth right to his Bro- 


 _ ther Facob,as th Apoſtle rells us, Zeb. 12.17. how much (think we) ſhall his fury be kindled 


a2ainſt our proceedings, where not an ordinary man, as Eſax, looſeth his Pirth-right, buta 
moſt illuſtrious Prince, by Birth and Lineal Deſcent of fo many Glorious Kiugs ; and looſeth 
not a Birth-right to a ſmall Inheritance, but roſeveral Kingdoms ; and thar not made away 
by himſelf, bur contrary to his will and all juſtice is robb'd thereof by a prevailing FaQtiun 
of his Inferiours ? | | | 

But if neither the unlawfulneſs of this deſperate attempt, nor the heinous guilt of perjury 
thereupon necefiarily enſuing. can move or deter us from it, yertlet both our privateand 
publick dangers, and the ſad cffetts inevitably conſequential therewito, withdraw us from 
ſuch violent proceedings. Ifir be God's pleaſure, that his Royal Highneſs ſhall ſurvive your 
Sacred Majeſty, withous having any Lawful Iſſue, we,need not doubt, bur he will endea- 
your to recoyer his Right by force, if. by fair means he cannot. And in this caſe we may 
conſider, how. theſe three Kingdoms ate moſt ſtrangely divided intoanumberleſsnumber both 
of Religions and Intereſts; anditisa true ſaying, One Regnum in ſe aiviſaum deſolabitur. And 
the 1trengrhof Proteſtants abroad is not very great, and their will to hclp us, if necd re- 
quire,l am afraid is leſs. Bur the Papiſts are very ſtrong,. and we may be ſure the Pope will 
prevail with moſt of them to helpa Catholick Prince, deprived of his Right for his Religion ; 
and, no doubt, will not be backward himſeltin the Expedition. The Frerzch King likewiſe 
(who -is now in a manner at peace with all the World, and yet muſt of neceflity be ſome- 
wherein action, to give vent to the fiery Spirits of his bufie Subjects ) will undgubtedly bc 
glad of the opportunity, and will hold it a glorious prerence to afliſt ( though, I am afraid, 
moſt for his own ends ) a Catholick Prince, excluded from his Kingdom for the Cathofick 
Faith. And without all peradventure, his Royal Highneſs ſhall firid'enough even in theſe 
three Kingdoms, nor onely of Papiſts, and other Male-contents, but alſo of the beſt and moſt 
conſcientious Proteſtants, as induty bound, ready to take his part in ſo jaſt a quarrel. | 

How then ſhall we defend our ſelves,neither united at home, nor affiſted from abroad ? or 
ſhall we expect to be miraculoutly delivered by God, of whoſe proteCtion and providence we 
ſhew our ſelves now ſo miſtruſtful?Truely,I am afraid,we ſhall rachcr be miraculouſly puniſhed 
(like Sodom or Gomorrah) for our hainous fins and daily mulriplyed trangreffions , than any 
wayes delivered from the juſt judgrgents' rGod, unleſs we refrain in time from our deſpe- 


' rate proceedings, and no more endeavour with ſuch manifeſt injuſtice to hinder rhe order 


of Gods Proyidence, or d ebar our Prince, becauſe of aditterent perſwaſion, from his un- 
doubted Birthr:ght. For nothing doth ſo much exaſperate rhe divine patience and longani- 
mity,, as to cftabliſh injuſtice by publick authority, and to make that ſeem lawful , which 
the Law of: God declares abominable. By what means then can weexpect to eſcape his 
vengeance, if the great Repreſentative of the whole Nation , which ſhould reform and 
redreſs all tranſgreſſions of Gods Law, . doattempr, contrary to the expreſs word of God 
and all juſtice, to rob their Prince of his undoubted right, and to make the Imperial Crawn 
of Eng/and, which ſince the beginning of Monarchy in this Ifland, was never got but by 
Conqueſt or Inheritance, now to go by Election, and rhe greateſt Vote in the Houſe of 
Commons ; thereby making the King himſelf for all enſuing Ages to be Tenant at will ro 
every prevailing Faction in Parliament? I ſay, Tenant ar will ; for nothing is more certain, 
than that by! whatſoever power ar pretence the Parliament can depoſe the preſumptive Heir, 
by the ſame they may depoſe the actual poſleſfor of the Crown ; as the Rump Parliament ' 
wellunderſtood, For the fandamental Reaſon, why a preſumptive Heir to the Crown may 
be dis-inherited or depoſed either by King, Parliament, or both together, is, becauſe what- 
ſoever is ſuſHeCted to rend to the Subverſion of the Government, or of the true Religion 
here eſtabliſhed by Law, is neceſſarily tobe removed, to ſecure the good and welfare of the 
people,according to rhe Aneienc ſaying: Salus popali Juprema lex eſto.But that this reaſon has 
noleſs forceagainſt the Actual Poſſeſfor, than againſt che Preſumprive Heir, of the Crown, 
isa thing ir; it ſelf ſo evident, thatI think no man in his wits, , eſpecially acquainted with 
the late inteſtine troubles and preſent temper of our blind Zealots, can call i into queſtion. 
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For, whar,ifthe King himſclfbe at any time thus ſuſpetted to endeavour the Subverſion of the 
| Government, is there no remedy to be expetted ? Undoubtly tkeir is, ſay our great Politi- 
'Cians, anda gaodone too : For, our Omnipotent Parliament , (5. e. themſelves only and 
their Emiſſaries, - whoſe Religion is the Bellowes of RebeJlion) the grand Jury of the whole 
| Nation, and thepublick Inqueſt of af Grievances, is authorized by God (when the King 
fails) to uſe their abſolute Power againſt all manner of perſons , of what degree, or condi- 
| tion ſoever they be, roſecure the good and welfare of the people, becauſe (as before ſaid) 
| Salrs popwli ſuprema lex eſto. And thus our grand Principle, as it is the fundamental Reaſon 
| of depoling a preſumptive Heir tothe Crown, ſo it is the ground work of all Anarchy and Re- 
| beihion: It is the ſpring and ſource of all our laſt ifnteftine rroubles, which overflow'd the three 
' Kingdoms with a deluge of ccimſon ſtreames ; nay, it was the chick foundation, whereon'the 
| bloody Ruinpers chiefly infiſted/in Sacrificing our Royal Martyr, as 4 Tyrant Subverting the 
Government and true Proveitant Religion. But if a Princeſo mild, ſo juſt, and fo Religious, 
| be thus,Cruelly Butcher'd upon thele groundsby a prevailing Faction of his Subjcets, it is in- 
| conceivable to me, how can any King of England judge hinficlt otherwiſe than Tenant ag will 
| toevery prevailing Faftion in Partiament,or at leaſt rhink himſelf ſecure, while ſuch priaciptes 
| 2:e maintained by his Subjets;<ſpecially ifthey be eſtabliſhed by Law,as in etfect they would 
| have been, ha chat abortive Embrio of the Houſe of Commons reccived life (which I hope 
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| will never happen ) through the influence of Your Majeſiies Royal AſlZnr. £2 ho 


T: ul, our greateſt comfort in this deſperate juncture of Atfairs,after the unlimitted mercy 


| of our zraciou? Saviour, is, the allured confidence wealways repoſe 1n YourMajeſties Prince- 
| ly Wiſdom and Courage, and in the*Grave and Mature Deliberatioris of the Houſe of Lords;:.. 
| andof Your moſt Honourable Privy-Council; whoſe tryed Loyalty both to Your Sacred Ma- 
| Jeſty, andto Your Royal Father, aſſures us, that neither the pretence of eſtabliſhing the true 


Proteſtat Religion, (which of ir ſelf is ſufficiently upheld by the mighty hand of God) nor 


| any conſidetation of Temporal gain or Worldly intereſt,can induce them todecline in theleaſt 
| fromthcir Sworn Allegiance and Fidelity tothe Royal Blood of your Glorious Father , who 
| ſo-magnanimoutly depoſed his life in defence of his. Subjects Lives and-Liberties, againſt the 
| Anarchial encroachments of the Factious Members of the Houſe of Commons in the Rump 
| Parliament ; whole footſteps f | 


m afraid) no leſs Factious Members of this preſent 
Houſe of Commons ſeem exattly to follyw; pretending;as tc former did,to ſecure and eſtab- 
liſh the true Proteſtant Religion, accorgyng ro'that A74c41av:itian maxime, Qroties vis fallere 


| plebem, finge Deum: Whereas it is apparent, they do no more regard the eſtabliſhing thereof, 


thanihe Rump Parliament did in O/crver's dayes. | ; 
Yer this 1 ſay not (ro, nor any thing elſe I have hitherto miſſtiked or reprehended) of the 
whole Houle of Commons, much leſs of the whole Farliament : God forbid, I ſhauld think 


| ſolll of thatGraveandReverend Senate. I know there are many truce and well-meaning 


Loyaliſtsin that Honourable Houſe, who bear the Faith and Allegiance, as well as the name 
and power of the Commons of England. ' And Iam of Opinign, that as the Faithful and Or- 
thodox Biſhops at the Councel of Arimine, throygh their over zealous defire of procuring the 
peace and unity of Chriſts Church, wcre by the ſpccious Arguments of the Ar:ans inclined 
unawares to make a decree againſt the true Faith and Doctrine of Chriſt ; which unadviſed 
decree, themſelves upon ſecond thoughts and morc mature deliberations, ſeeing-the un- 
expected advantages their Adverfaries took »y their well intended condeſcenfion, immediat- 
ly recalled, and publickly proteſted againſt it : So theſe Loyal and well meaning Members 
of the Houſe of Commons, through their exceſſive zeal of eſtabliſhing the true Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, were by the plauſible pretences of ſome overactive Spirits, induced unwittingly to 
Vore againſt that Allegiance and Fidelity they Swore not only to your Majeſty , but alſo ts 
vour Heirs and Succefſors ; which over zealous Votes, I] am fully perſwaded , theſe ſame 
members, after due refleCtion perceiving the fatal conſequences inevuably conſequential to 
ſuch proceedings, would haverecalled, had they fate longer, or will at their next Seſſions 
recall them, as being wholly repugnant not only to their Sworn Allegiance and Fidelity, but 


alſo to Gods revealed will. TP - 
But as to this, time will beſt diſcover the reality of all their intentions; and therefore I 


| - leave it to your Majeſtics further conſideration, humbly ſubmitting whatlT have ſaid hither- 


to toyour moſt Excellent Majeſty, and to your moſt Honourable Privy Council ; by whom, 
I hope, theſe my Reaſons and Arguments fhall be interpreted with that candour and fin- 
cerity, wherewith I here pretent them unto your moſt Excellent Majeſty. And fo begging of 
the Almighty to direQ your Sacred Majeſty in wharis moſt advantageous to the Glory of 
God, and to the Spirritual and temporal welfare of your Loyal Subjects ,I conclude this laſt 
of ?ane, with ny everlaſting Prayer, 

| Fivat E Regnet it 4terunzs & ultra CaiolusSecundys, nemini Secundns, 
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